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Technical Support for Small Companies
Kenichi MURAYAMA *

In Japan, the number of small companies is larger than that of large companies. In fact,
small companies constitute more than 80% of companies located in this country. These
small companies play an important role in Japanese industrial field. However, due to
changes in !the industrial structure, the declining birthrate, and a growth of aging
population, the number of small companies that have to end their business is increasing.
The main reason for closing business is that there is no successor, and it is expected to start
a new business or challenge a new field. This report discusses technical support that has
been provided to small companies for about 30 years and future assistance for small

companies in rural areas.
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