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What Pecola saw with her bluest eyes: a literary exploration
in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eyes

Masao HANDO

A tragic heroine of Toni Morrison’s first novel, The Blues Eyes, lives in a
small-town where people has taken the values from the larger white American
culture, believing blond hair, blue eyes, light skin and keen features are the
measures of beauty for them, which are not norms for black people. So Pecola hopes
she will be accepted and loved only when she has the bluest eyes of all. Because of
her ugliness, however, she was insulted by playmates, rejected by school teachers,
yelled at by neighbors, rendered invisible by shopkeepers, and raped and
impregnated by her father, and she retreats into insanity because she couldn’t find
any place in the “real” world, where there is healthy, sane place for her.

Insanity, death, and violation of a society’s norms which recur in the later works
by Morrison’s, are some major literary themes in Morrison’s novels. Here in this
paper, I want to explore how these literary themes come out with her ambitious
techniques in her first novel, The Bluest Eyes, and how they developed and changed
into her later works beautifully to create Morrison’s great literary world.
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“Race is the least reliable information you can have about someone. It’s
real information, but it tells you next to nothing.” %’
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“l was surprised at how patriotic I felt, being the fist native-born

American winner since Steinbeck in 1962. I felt pride that a black and a
woman had been recognized in such an international forum.” ¢°’
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Here is a house. It is green and white. It has a red door. It is very
pretty. Here is the family. Mother, Father, Dick, and Jane live in the
green-and-white house. They are very happy....(EA F&#&). (3) (&
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Here is a house it is green and white it has a red door it is very pretty
here is the family mother father Dick and Jane live in the green and
white house they are very happy..... (3)
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Hereisahouseitisgreenandwhiteithasaredfooritisveryprettyhereisthe
familymotherfatherdickandjaneliveinthegreenandwhitehousetheyareve
ryhappy..... (3)
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Quiet as it’s kept, there were no marigolds in the fall of 1941. We
thought, at the time, that it was because Pecola was having her father’s
baby that the marigolds did not grow......

We had dropped our seeds in our own little plot of black dirt just as
Pecola’s father d had dropped his seeds in his own plot of black dirt. Our
Innocence and faith were no more productive a than his lust or despair.
What 1s clear now 1s that of all of that hope, hear, lust, love, and grief,
nothing remains but Pecola and the unyielding earth. Cholly Breedlove is
dead; our innocence too. The seeds shriveled and died; her baby too (5)
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What was I supposed to do with it? Pretend I was its mother? I had
no interest in babies or the concept of motherhood. I was interested only
in humans my own age and size.(20)
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I did not know why 1 destroyed those dolls. But I did know that
nobody ever asked me what I wanted for Christmas. Had any adult with
the power to fulfill my desires taken me seriously and asked me what I
wanted, they would have known that I did not want to have anything, or

to possess any object. I wanted rather to feel something on Christmas
day.(22)
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“Is it true that I can have a baby now?

“Sure,” said Frieda drowsy. "Sure you can.”

“But... how? Her voice was hollow with wonder.

“Oh,” said Frieda, "somebody has to love you.” (3 2)
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4 “l Am cute. You are ugly!”
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They lived there because they were poor and black, and they stayed
there because they believed they were ugly...[They]wore their ugliness,
put it on, so to speak, although it did not belong to them. (3 8)
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She[=Pecola] looks up at him and sees the vacuum where curiosity
ought to lodge. And something more. The total absence of human
recognition -- the glazed separateness.(48)
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A picture of little Mary Jane, for whom the candy is named. Smiling
white face. blond hair in gentle disarray, blue eyes looking at her out of a
world of clean comfort... To eat the candy is somehow to eat the eyes, eat
Mary Jane... Be Mary Jane. (5 0)
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“I AM cute! And you are ugly! Black and ugly black e mos. I AM cute!”
(73)
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If she was cute -- and if anything could be believed, she was -- then
we were not. And what did that mean? We are lesser.(74)
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Maureen Peal was not the Enemy and not worthy of such intense
hatred. The Thing to fear was the Thing that made her beautiful, and
not us.(74)
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“I don’t know. She say she’s bad, but they ain’t bad. They give me
stuff all the time

“What stuff?

“Oh, lots of stuff, pretty dresses ,and shoes. I got more shoes than I
ever wear. And jewelry and candy and money. They take me to the
movies, and once we went to the carnival . (107)
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“(The rape is) as awful a thing as can be imagined, (but) I want you to
look at him and see his love for his daughter and his powerless to help
iefz ’I,)ai(lg,) By that time his embrace, the rape, is the all the gift he has
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“He, at any rate, was the one who loved her enough to touch her,
envelop her, give something of himself to her,”(159)
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Opening it(=the door), he saw a little girl, quite unknown to him.
“What can I do for you? “
“I can’t go to school no more. And I thought maybe you could help me.”
“Help you how? Tell me. Don’t be frightened.”
“My eyes.”
“What about your eyes?”
“I want them blue.”(174)
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“I can do nothing for you, my child. I am not a magician. I work only
through the Lord. He sometimes uses me to help people. all T can do is
offer myself to Him as the instrument through which he works. If He
wants your wish granted,He will do it.”(174)
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Dear God:

Do you know what she came for? Blue eyes. New, blue eyes, she
said. Like she was buying shoes. “I would like a pair of new blue eyes.”
She must have asked you for them for a very long time, and you hadn’t
replied.... She came to me for them...I gave her those blue eyes she

wanted. Not for pleasure, and not for money. I did what You did
not,could not, would not do.
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..I, T have caused a miracle. I gave her the eyes. I gave her the
blue,blue,two blue eyes.A streak for it right out of your own blue heaven.
No one else will see her blue eyes. But she will . And she will live
happily ever after. Now you are jealous. You are jealous of me....
With kindest regards, I remain,
Your, Elihue Micah Whitcomb.(182)

Tz I ALBFHONIBITIL T, BROLVLZEI—-F3REM (ORE) &0
DNTNOLHERICL ST, MBI SIIAKRMIZEEIN, BHE» S IIBHIIT R
DRELIZENZDOENS, TNZZTEIICEHEBEMNORENDLESTETHY, F
FUIHHIENTLNBREDDEARD, DAIAZTOIIBMKRLRONLDON,. TY
ADZFOEDELROEREZRIAEL THS &, A¥bIObRFMIcHEWwWEZRD DD
MNMEVWIFZEEMOBMBEN T TIZIOULZECHEAZTDOTHS, THIIRIEE
IXTGHFA R BFRAUTHENWS ZEEN, FETrEy—TAy REMEDT—
RIBID INIFTA R EVNIHIERICBLWTXENHEEZLZSLEEEAED,

STZO THOFE.] THOILR] O2WThhbNBAANIEREEED IR
ZRETS, BRIICHELOENFI > ouUUREICH LHEEFIRREZOHTFD
DOFBHDTHB, TNTHHFREHZEASA, HOMVWEZRDZDEF—KzE
DM, XAV ] EWSHBOEZERTWAEEELSROESI N, EX13H
5N, BlEH D ZEICEYZAEF INTGFA R BEZTHBZOTINENDIE
MIZEZATVWS  HEHEMMADODNONOBEVWEREANTENNALRKRR TERN
EHNONETTTIINITIFIAS AT NWEEIRBOTIE AW, ZEThiIEbHIEPZ
ZRENTFFTAATRRBNENDIZELH S, DADOARKRDENRNFIFT A ZAENI B
OMEZRXHEZNETNERRVWN, ZEZNEZLbALADOLOFITH DD TR
M, ST TOHNTIAAREELERZEIRTEEA I E 2 —TEZTY
Z)o (8)

6 FOIER] EEFDOHRA

PRNTENC> THRZ, 7O0—-FTATEENF > TWEEOENBWEZ, So%F
SHEEEBIR1IRSESRTERIICHE, RN LORWVWDTEERD, KiEDb
SHESRAK, ROPIZEDBRNTWEBRIZGT -2, B2 K- -B8&THiIZHEZ
BO2ZERLTWEIZ7O-—FTAT7EZb3RANORBERECHEERZE-TH R ER
Mmojz

“Did you hear about that girl?”
“What? Pregnant?”
“Yeah. But guess who?”(189)

ZOEO—SOHEMELNIEIATSSE, Hr-bidNbIEEDZDE--, B
— R FRIEZQEIFa)—THD., BER—-Y - NFDOIETEI—F5%2

— 107 —



LSHEL, THhOBENEZTUONDOHARBERILSWVWE] ERXALEBEEST
Wk, 70—FA4T7RE>EENMM—ASSVWEI—-IR[ROHLEN, AIRT
HENBEDEEDQVDEDTOMT T NELAWMA LB ERFEZIL TR, Zhth
ownwicE I ahok, KAEBOEFE I/ O—TA 7ORFEEEZHRTIHHD
Fole HOBO LICZHEZRTET. HORIKTNEAAREKNTE, HOEOD
FTEHKER ST, BB RETHRERECA>EED., HDOBROBME DMITLT
iE., ETHELLANBL., BEOEMNLBOLZHSZDEMY,. KLKORRIED
BEAEMEIZLTL<NBEE>TRELSGRN, FO—F2M%ETHIET. KAR
BERBICEHDPEEOLOERBERDEHRBTNVWEOTH>. BANBEANZERLT
ELHTWD, JOU—FAT7EEREELANSHBED TEI—-INEEITHRALY
EENTHRLWEES - :

“What can we do? Miss Johnson said it would be a miracle if it lived.”

“So let’s make it a miracle.”
“Yeah, but how?”
“We could pray.”(191)

FAEITTRARIEZELVWEHEEORESZ2 Y1 —FOKD —-HFEWHITH
B, YU—T— )L RORBA2EEICHENT., HBLAERKNWEZSHIRNBE 725 DN
FEIZANTLSNAELE, FLE6ESEEI—-FDRBERPADLRITEEND
e, ZABBADE o7,

ERrO0—FA7E60H0HELL, PA—FDRBLARBEAL. TLTH
CHERTEOEDLVEBHSMAL TVWAEEI—-—50XER52E3/70—-FT1471Z
LoThoEELVWIEE S, TNREDICKALEZBRIO—TA T 25000
LBAIZE DL bDR#ED WMo /-, INE EFEOIWLY) HREEZADFHRED
W3, HoWrREEADLDETUFEZRBFICBEVWHLAZRFRVWAROITAHOEERE
NE, LOALBMORBEHOEZEIAFNTVS A > FFEEMY — 7Ny FIZK
5T, WEMICEI—F13 MEFEOILE) B S ENTLES DR,

BANBAZZS—TId—hITBENIBELIEENIZHEWZEY A EZ
DABOLOFICHEABSIECHLR DD YUEEZ2BANOEHROEE Z T4
WHEEFATVEDESD, LNLINEEANCETRODLNHBETIEHRL TR
W, ABTRTICEESN-BERDOTH D, ZOAHEOELEDBEXKRITE DR
DEYASCLFIHEORLBRIESN TWSEELRTF -V ER>E. HBWIRICKEES
NEEI—50OWE, EVIEIRLVI BINETHRAEL TELLDIZ, EVA Y
NHEDEFDBREELCRRDRVWGEIETH L2 ENRRETELEA D,

Pa—S WIS OHREZIELWANS, 5B AOEHSIZEWMNT
2 bil. FAEIZ THEVWE] LTwa»nhLs, &
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“ But suppose my eyes aren’t blue enough?

“ Blue enough for what?

“ Blue enough for .. I don’t know. Blue enough for something.
Blue enough....for you!(203)

LML BE2MOEDIT?

Pecola % “Blue enough” EE A D HIZEZRZLTRBDEAS DN, HEDHEH L H0
SRNED EBELAEZTO FWR] bRMBOKWIZASEN >l EEEI—
SR EIORLEHOKRNFHEIITT. BAHLZOEROEEITHFINZEADE
NI EFRABIIONDNTRTOABOBRNEITHH S, TURAYE—-ADRADLL
EHZET. NoAPAHEEZEZICE S TS 3 LAFHMNXETLIHEZDND
NOBRNCEE DI =D, TN ZITHIER D :"It(=Race) is real information, but it tells
you next to nothing.” EWSEUYRACOEENNTHBVLWHBANZHFULITHIATSSTE
R, SRFEY XN B S Racism”E DBRBIPREKEE L TRADEREZ KR
DD, WHhWDd TEAX¥] EWHIHEREIKBATE TOAMICHEREEBLEDH
HEXENERBELEOTHDEEHIIED.,

FRARLTHBEI—F0FD IFWVIR] IT—KEBIINHRARAZDIZA D,
(7)  [1998/10/30]

Afterword: About Toni Morrison

Toni Morrison was born in Loraine, Ohio, in 1931.She attended Howard
University, then received a master’s degree in English at Cornell University,
where she wrote a this is on William Faulkner. Her first novel, “The Bluest Eye,”
was published in 1969, followed by “Sula” in 1973. Then came “Song of
Solomon”(1977), which won the National Book Critics Circle Award for fiction,
“Tar Baby”(1981),and “Beloved”(1987), which received the Pulitzer in 1988. Her
novel “Jazz” appeared in 1992, and in 1993 Morrison was awarded the Nobel
Prize for literature. Her 7th novel “Paradise” was
published in 1998 . Morrison now teaches fiction writing at Princeton University.

... from: The Salon Interview: Toni Morrison, Internet.

()
£ 17 : “The Pain of Being Black”, TIME May 22, 1989.
HD . THXLEBHNI hZE'UACEF, KEMTHR, p34-35. #HEE4L4 99
E ) “I did that on purpose, "Morrison says. "I wanted the readers to wonder

about the race of those girls until those readers understood that their race didn’t
matter. I wanted to dissuade people from reading literature in that way.” And she
adds: “Race is the least reliable information you can have about someone. It’s real
information, but it tells you next to nothing.” ... from : Paradise Found,

Internet.
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F o HB1EMZ-EY X %¥2 (The First Biennial Conference of Toni Morrison’s
Society, “Toni Morrison and the American South”) 7% Georgia State University THB
fiE T N7z [1998/9/24-27 Atlanta,Georgia.]o 4 [E”An Evening with Toni Morrison” &
L THESINZEYRAZEBGD IXTFA1L ) OGNS, EHERIHELD
AE—FZ2HEDDEALMEREL TOBRLXOBEBREFERMERE NI LODRBOEVL
OLERELCTICRwWes N>, THAF#EE) 2 L7~ Dr. Karla Holloway( Duke
University) HBENETU A EWSERIZE O COBA-A—AZHEELANSEITER
ANDBEDREZFEFED, £LEHICLEZBALTREAOEREBIMLEZL TS EDHE
ABEFEODIENEZFEDLLLFAKTH S, HEOTHIZIEEL2 D DHEEIZREAT. &
I ETHRATHBMIZEAOSNTWENRZORIEIZHRNTH - /-,

# ) . from: The Salon Interview: Toni Morrison, Internet.

7 () : The opening phrase of the first sentence, “Quiet as it’s kept” had several
attractions for me. First it was a familiar phrase, familiar to me as a child listening
to adults; to black women conversing with one another, telling a story, an anecdote,
gossip about some one or even within the circle, the family, the neighborhood. The
words are conspiratorial. “Shh, don’t tell any one else,” and “No one is allowed to
know this.” It is a secret between us and secret that is being kept from us.(212)
from “Afterword” .

7 ‘7 : Toni Morrison, “The Bluest Eye” New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1993.p22. B/
TAZENSOSIHRBBEMANIIR-CHOHFELT,

¥ ® :the goat shall bear all inequities upon him to a solitary land; and he shall

let the goat go in the wilderness. Leviticus 16:22
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