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Heroines and their Family: Novels by Female Writers

Masao HANDO

The subject of the “family” has long been a central feature of literature by women not
only in Japan but also in America. Especially in Japan Aome is traditionally recognized as
an identifiable site of moral values and social behaviors. The valuation of home is so
enduring as to encompass even the most uncompromising critiques or deviant arrange-
ments of family life.

Focusing on the works of Mary Hood, Ayako SONO, and Mona Simpson, I tried to show
how those writers described “family” in their era, and how they created those heroines
with their female interests .

By comparative studies of heroines in those families we can hopefully reveal how
“family” itself has been affected and formed by their social and moral environments in
their own time.
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American literature is male.To read the canon of what is currently considered
classic American literature is perforce to identify as male ... Our literature
neither leaves women alone nor allows them to participate.(V
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2 AYYDREE — from Mary Hood : After Moore
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“I guess I still love him, but so what?” Rhonda told the counselor. They had
sought professional help toward the bitter end. The family counselor listened
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and listended.
“I got married when I was fifteen,” Rhonda explained. “A case of had to......
Three babies in five years. Tell me what chance I had?” (492)(®
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“I don’t know why I wasted my breath argueing with him when he came home
that night. And the funny thing is we didn’t really argue about Rosalind at all.
We argued about money. So I guess Women’s Day is pretty much on the
ball.”(498)
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gone a week or so and then whistle on back home like he’s been out for a haircut.”(494).
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“ Rhonda took Chip and drove awy,rode as far as shecould till sfle ran out of
gas She had no money, and the only thing in her pocket besides Chip’s pacifier
was the fake ID,she had used to get into the club.(494)
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“He has a bad habbit of talking up to his bosses,” Rhonda said. “Says all men
are created equal and he isn’t in the goddamned Marines any more and don’t
have to call on S.0.B. SIR,”(495)
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A national bestseller upon its publication, Anywhere But Here is a moving,
often comic portrait of wise child Ann August and her mother, Adele, a larger-
than- life American dreamer. ®
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“I brought you here because I'm telling you,Honey, you can’t act the way
you have been doing. I'm warning you.”

""" (then later) - - - -

“Don’t worry, my Little Bit, I'll never give you up. Don’t you ever
worry.”(320)
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Strangers almost always love my mother. And even if you hate her, can’t
stand her,even if she’s ruining your life, there’s something about her, some
romance, some power. She’s absolutely herself.No matter how hard you try,
you'll never get to her. And when she dies, the world will be flat, too simpole,
reasonable, too fair.(17)
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You carry a baby in the womb for nine months and then , when they're
grown up, they call you collect, when they remember.She has her own life.
And that’s okay. I've learned to be patient... The ups and the down: I live with
it. And I've got a lot ahead of me and a lot to be proud of. I know: she is the
reason I was born.(535)
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She’ll have the big house and husband and the beautiful yard, all of it. And ,
I'm hoping, grandchildren. I'm ready to be a grandmother. I think it will be
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