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Despite the fact that The Merchant of Venice refers not to Shylock but to Antonio,
Shylock has attracted the audience and readers of The Merchant more than any other
character in the play. Shylock has been described variously from “a comic villain” to “a
scapegoat.” One critic even describes his role as “peripheral.” However, without the
confrontation between Antonio and Shylock which climaxes at the court scene, the play
would collapse.

There are many causes which make Shylock seek Antonio’s life. Among them is
Jessica’s elopement. What is important with her elopement is not only Salarino and
Solanio tease Shylock with her elopement but even Tubal, a Jewish usurer, torments him
with her conduct.

Without Tubal's scene, Shylock’s attempted murder would only be a fruit of either an
ideological conflict between Judaism and Christianity or Shylock’s rivalry against Antonio
on business. Because Tubal torments him, however, Shylock’s suffering shifts from a
social problem to an individual problem. Shylock's defeat at the end of the trial scene
appeals to us because by shedding light on the inside of Shylock, the scene with Tubal

turns him from a champion of the Jew to “one of us.”
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) Lawrence Olivier  “confident arriviste” Shylock




.2 , 1911 Stoll “comic villain”,3 1951
Goddard “leaden casket with the spiritual gold within”4 1965 Tillyard
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he break, thou mayst with better face/ Exact the penalty.” 11 Shylock
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Shylock Antonio  Bassanio Salarino  “Let good
Antonio look he keep his day,/ Or he shall pay for this.”(2. 8. 25-26)
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) Shylock  Bassanio
“to feed upon/ The prodigal Christian”(2. 5. 14-15)
Lancelot  Shylock
Jessica  “part with him/ To one that | would have him help to
waste/ His borrowed purse’(2. 5. 47-49) . “Fast bind, fast
find”(2. 5. 52)

Shylock )
“Why thou loss upon loss—the thief gone with so much, and so much to find the thief”(3.
1.72-73)
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. Shylock
“the drum/ And the vile squealing of the wry-necked fife”(2. 5. 29-30) “my sober
house”(2. 5. 35) “stop my house’s ears”(2. 5. 33)
Jessica . Jessica Shylock
“hell”(2. 3. 2) “a merry devil’(2. 3. 2) Lancelot
Shakespeare  Shylock “monster”
. Lancelot Shylock “The
patch is kind enough”(2. 5. 44) , Lancelot
Shylock “thou shalt see. . . The difference of old Shylock and Bassanio. . . Thou
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“I would my
daughter were dead at my foot, and the jewels in her ear: would she were hearsed at
my foot, and ducats in her coffin.”(3. 1. 69-71)
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: “My own flesh and blood to rebel!”(3. 1. 28)
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He hath disgraced me, and hindered me half a million, laughed at my losses,
mocked at my gains, scorned my nation, thwarted my bargains, cooled my friends,



heated mine enemies—and what’s his reason? | am a Jew. Hath not a Jew
eyes? Hath not a Jew hands, organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions?
Fed with the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject to the same
diseases, healed by the same means, warmed and cooled by the same winter and
summer as a Christian is? If you prick us, do we not bleed? If you tickle us, do
we not laugh? If you poison us, do we not die?”(3. 1. 43-52)

Antonio Shylock “misbeliever”(1. 3. 103) “cut-throat dog”(1. 3. 31)
, “spit upon my Jewish gaberdine”(1. 3. 104) , “foot me as you spurn a stranger
cur over your threshold”(1. 3. 110-111) ,
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“If he have the condition of a saint, and the complexion of a devil, I had rather
he should shrive me than wive me”(1. 2. 104-106)
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Tubal: One of them showed me a ring that he had of your daughter for a monkey.

Shylock: Out upon her! Thou torturest me, Tubal: it was my turquoise, | had it
of Leah when | was a bachelor. 1 would not have given it for a
wilderness of monkeys. (3. 1. 93-97)
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Bassanio: Antonio, I am married to a wife
Which is as dear to me as life itself;
But life itself, my wife, and all the world
Are not with me esteemed above thy life.
I would lose all, ay, sacrifice them all.
Here to this devil, to deliver you. (4. 1. 278-283)

Gratiano: | have a wife who I protest I love;
I would she were in heaven, so she could
Entreat some power to change this currish Jew. (4. 1. 286-288)

Shylock: These be the Christian husbands! | have a daughter:
Would any of the stock of Barabbas
Had been her husband, rather than a Christian! (4. 1. 291-93)
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“When | was with him, 1 have heard him swear/. . . That he would rather have

Antonio’s flesh/ Than twenty times the value of the sum/ That he did owe him.”(3. 2.
284-86)Shylock  Antonio Wilkins
“That [ Laban’s story] inspired Shylock with the idea of asking for Antonio’s
flesh as bond is proved. . . by his subsequent return to the idea of Laban’s flocks, some
seventy lines later[ 1. 3. 156-60].”23
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fortnight before.”(3. 1. 99-100) “Go,
Tubal, and meet me at our synagogue.”(3. 1. 102)
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himself, and the magnificoes/ Of the greatest port”(3.2.278-79) Antonio
Shylock , Antonio
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present? Give him a halter!”(2.2.86) Shylock
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When | was with him, | have heard him swear
To Tubal and to Chus, his countrymen,

That he would rather have Antonio’s flesh
Than twenty times the value of the sum

That he did owe him; and | know, my lord,

If law, authority, and power deny not

It will go hard with poor Antonio. (3. 2. 283-89)
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It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest:
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“if the scale do turn/ But in the
estimation of a hair,/ Thou diest, and all thy goods are confiscate”(4. 1. 326-328)
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