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Prescription, choice and using of wheelchairs

Shojiro G. Terashima™

Wheelchair is one of the most common equipments of welfare or assistive technology. In
these couple years, it has become to be popular year by year, such as we can see some
wheelchair users who are enjoying shopping in the grocery store and/or shopping mole. The
improvements of the infrastructure and environments result the changing of disability
people’s mind to go out positively. However, there are a lot of wheelchair users who use their
wheelchair in wrong way, even some health care worker do not have enough knowledge
about how to choice and use the wheelchairs. This report provides the guide line and/or

features of how to choice better wheelchair and use it.
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Fig.1 Classification of the wheelchairs
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Fig. 2 Standard Wheelchair Fig. 3 Manual Wheelchair
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Fig. 4 Scooter
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Fig. 5 Position of the drive wheel and center of gravity

Fig. 6 Feature comparison of the front and rear drive wheelchairs
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(B) Long-distance race

(C) Water skiing (D) Beach and Coast

Fig. 6 Various wheelchair for sports and Recreation
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Fig. 7 The function and usage of seat elevation
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Fig.8-(A) Tilting position Fig.8-(B) Pressure sore
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Fig.9 Lateral tilting position
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(A) Touch panel switch (B) Inclination sensor of the head

(C) Control unit by the changing of the center of gravity

Fig.11 Various control system for wheelchair driving
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Fig.12 Various wheelchair cushions
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